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Digital Tour of the Windy City: Chicago on the World Wide Web
By Erin Vandenberg, DePaul University
When	 you	 think	 of	Chicago,	 you	 probably	 think	 of	
















convenient	Midwest	 location,	 it	 is	 also	 an	 easy	 city	 to	
navigate	due	to	the	carefully	planned	grid	system	of	streets	






artifacts,	maps,	 buildings,	 and	 aerial	 photographs,	 and	
an	interactive	copy	of	the	1837	Act	of	Incorporation	for	


















Photographs	 of	Hull	House	 and	 six	 other	 settlement	
houses	have	been	digitized	by	the	University	of	Illinois	
at	Chicago	 Special	Collections	Department	 as	 part	 of	
an	 on-line	 exhibit	 titled	 “Changing	Neighborhoods:	













than	55,000	photographs	taken	by	Chicago Daily News 
photographers	 between	1902	 and	1933,	 http://memory	
.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/ichihtml/.	 These	 digitized	
photographs	 depict	many	 aspects	 of	Chicago	 life	 and	
can	 be	 searched	 by	 keyword	 or	 browsed	 by	 subject	 or	
name.	The	Web	site	also	includes	several	on-line	exhibits,	
developed	by	Chicago	History	Museum	staff,	featuring	
images	 from	the	collection	 that	depict	 such	 subjects	as	
football,	Christmas,	 newsboys,	 and	 a	 variety	 of	 other	
topics.	On	its	own	Web	site,	http://www.chicagohistory	
.	org/history/index.html,	 the	Chicago	History	Museum	
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and	users	can	view	individual	articles	or	full	newspaper	
pages,	browse	tables	of	contents,	or	download	PDFs.	
Hyde	Park	 is	 just	one	of	 the	many	neighborhoods	and	
community	 areas	 that	make	 up	 the	 city	 of	Chicago.	
During	 the	 1990s,	Mayor	Richard	M.	Daly	 officially	
defined	many	 of	 these	 areas	with	 banners,	 signs,	 and	
structures	 designating	 the	 “entrances”	 and	boundaries,	
to	help	highlight	each	neighborhood’s	own	culture	and	
history.	According	to	The Encyclopedia of Chicago,	there	
are	77	of	these	community	areas,	and	the	encyclopedia	





















are	 located	 on-line,	 http://www.lib.colum.edu/archives/
oralhistory/index.php,	including	one	narrated	by	Dominic	
Pacyga,	one	of	the	plenary	speakers	for	the	2010	annual	
meeting.	The	 transcripts	 are	 presented	 in	 alphabetical	
order,	and	 list	 the	name,	 interview	date,	and	narrator’s	
position	at	Columbia	College;	the	interviews	offer	useful	





























even	darker	 look	 into	 the	criminal	element	of	Chicago	
can	be	found	at	Northwestern	University	School	of	Law’s	














maybe	 you’ll	 find	 that,	 to	 paraphrase	 Frank	 Sinatra,	
Chicago	is	your	kind	of	town,	too!
Erin Vandenberg is the director of records management at 
DePaul University in Chicago.
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